
Student Absence Line: 

0437 482 159 

 

Important 
Dates to  

Remember 
 

WED 21/9 – Free dress  

                     Gold coin  

                     donation) 

 

THUR 22/9 – Public   

                         Holiday              

                         CLOSED  

 

FRIDAY 23/9- Last day of   

               Term 23/9 &  

               Pizza  day  

 

Monday 10/10- Pupil             

                        Free Day  

 

Term 4– Starts Tue 11th  

                 October  

 
Please TEXT Absences to  

0437 482 159  

 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 20th September 2022   

The Pearsall Post 

Newsletter 

Science of Reading 
Our school has undertaken an examination of approaches that we use to teach and assess reading.  
Based on extensive research, the early literacy education community has been talking about the need 
to reform our practice to align to the science of reading. But what is the science of reading? And how 
can it improve our practice so kids become better readers? 
 
What is the science of reading?  
The science of reading is the converging evidence of what matters and what works in literacy 
instruction, organised around models that describe how and why.  
 
One research study does not make a science. In early literacy alone, tens of thousands of studies have 
been published , and some even show results that are odds with one another. For educators to be 
able to consume research meaningfully , we need to look for a convergence of evidence. When many 
well-designed studies point to a similar result, we should pay attention.  
 
How does it help us make sense of reading? 
An important model in early reading research is the simple 
view of reading. It says that reading comprehension (RC) is 
the product of decoding (D) and language comprehension 
(LC), or RC=D X LC.  
 
Learning  to read for understanding requires sounding out and  recognising words– decoding– but it 
also requires making meaning of the words and sentences we hear– language comprehension. While 
taking a microscope to any one aspect of reading reveals more complexity, the simple view continues 
to be supported as a strong core model in reading development, as it has been for decades.  
 
What guidance does the science of reading offer? 
Research is clear about what matters to teach in early literacy instruction: Phonological awareness, 
phonics and word recognition, fluency, vocabulary and oral language comprehension and text 
comprehension. For each of these, a convergence of evidence tells us what works, in practice.  
* Phonological awareness: Teach students to recognise and manipulate the sounds within words. 
Move from syllables to the individual sounds, or phonemes. Explicitly connect phonemes to letters to 
move effectively support word decoding.  
 
* Phonics and word recognition: Teach letter sounds and sound– spelling patterns explicitly and 
systematically. Practices that include both reading and writing of words in isolation and in text are 
most supportive of taught phonics 
 
* Fluency:  Include frequent chances for students to read and re-read orally from connected text– 
sentences, paragraphs and passages. Focus on the development of both automatic word recognition 
and fluent expression, keeping understanding of the text as the central goal.  
 
* Vocabulary and oral language comprehension: Include high-quality, language-rich interactions in 
instruction. With read-aloud texts, unpack academic and inferential language. Explicitly build students’ 
recognition of shared morphemes (eg. Root words, affixes) across words, both  in oral and written 
language.  
 
*  Text comprehension: Even before young students can read on their own, teach from rich texts via 
read-alouds and scaffolded reading. Teach students to use metacognitive strategies like setting a 
purpose, monitoring for meaning, and building inferences while reading. Discuss texts, including 
focusing on their organisational structures.  
 

 

RC = D X LC 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ablPw0P9fJk/UoTf8-AdOnI/AAAAAAAAACk/YremfPSZdFQ/s1600/congratulations-smiley%252Bface.gif&imgrefurl=http://campbellptsa.blogspot.com/2013/11/congrats-to-austin-green-imani-willis.html&h=30
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 NEW 2022 
TIMETABLE 

 
 

LOST  
PROPERTY 

- 
A box of lost 
property is  

located at the 
rear of the  

Admin building.  
Parents are  

welcome to check 
for items once 

gates open in the  
afternoons. 

Please ensure all 
belongings are 
clearly labelled. 

8.25am Classrooms  

Open 

8.40am Siren for start  

of day 

10.40am  Recess 

11.15am End of Recess 

1.15pm Lunch 

1.40pm End of Lunch 

3.00pm School Day  

Ends 

Please note: 

2.30pm finish on 

Wednesdays 

 

 

 

 

 

 R U Ok Day 

R U Ok day was an event that took place to empower and  

inspire everyone to meaningfully connect with the people 
around them. Students and teachers  wore yellow on the day 

and were encouraged to start a conversation to  

encourage 1. Ask  2.Listen 3.Encourage action 4. Check in.  

Pastoral Care Team ❤   Thank you  

 

A big thanks to the families at Pearsall as we  
donated 132 bags to the Salvation Army, which equates to $660 
for mental health resources at the school.  

Mythically, Mythical Myths Yr 6 Production 

 
What happens when you cross 76 students, ancient Greek myths and a classic 80’s soundtrack? 

….You get our 2022 Year 6 Production!  

 

Last Monday and Tuesday nights, saw the culmination of months of hard work by our Year 6  

students as they were transformed into mythical characters and 80’s icons.  

 
A polished finish was added to the performances through fantastic lightning, haze machines and 

amazing costumes. All students were outstanding in their individual roles whether it was  

performing or behind the scenes support.  

 
A BIG THANKYOU to Mrs Parker, Mrs Sillence, Mrs Walker Mrs Foy, Mrs Murphy and Mrs 

Clarke for their efforts throughout the year and on the night.  

 
A Special thankyou to Andrew Stewart for donating and setting up the lightning and stage;  Lisa 

Ingham for designing and making costumes and to the team parents who assisted with sewing, 

dressing students, and building props. Through everyone's efforts, it was truly a magical  

production.  
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Interschool Carnival 

 
Congratulations to all our competitors that represented 

Pearsall Primary School at the Inter school Athletics Carnival 

at Carramar Primary School. There were many wonderful 

individual team events over the two days of competition. A 

big thank you to Mrs Wilson, Mr Bish and Mr Gartell for the 

training of teams. The event was another brilliant success 

with the level of sportsmanship and leadership that students 

demonstrated on the days that events took place. I am very 

proud of the teams efforts to represent their school and 

support each other. Pearsall Primary finishing up 2nd place 

with Maddison M taking out 1st place in her division. A huge  
congratulations to Dlyan W, Cassandra A and Addison H 

who came runner up champions. Well done to all who  

participated, it was a fantastic two days.   
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Pearsall PS Knows Attendance Matters! 
 
Being late to school can cause students to experience anxiety, particularly if  
lessons have already started. Classrooms open their doors at 8.25am to allow time 
for students to prepare for the day and get settled in. Staff often use this time to 
catch up on missed work, listen to reading or provide extra support for children who 
require it. At 8:40am classes start. If a student arrives after 8:40am they are 
marked as absent by the teacher and are required to attend the office to get  
attendance changed from absent to late. Students arriving after 9:50am are  
recorded as a half day absence. From Term 4, Pearsall PS will be activating  
notification through MGMOutreach (our absentee messaging system) to let you 
know if your child is late to school. As with absent students, a Parent or Carer will 
be required to notify the school as to why the student was late. For unexplained 
absences an additional reminder will be sent on MGMOutreach requesting a rea-
son for the absence. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? By recognising that Attendance/Lateness matters from  
Kindergarten through to Year 6, we are setting our students up for success socially,  
emotionally and academically. 

  
If your child 
misses… 

  
that equals… 

  
or… 

  
From Kindy 
to year 12 
that adds up 

  
Which is the equiv-
alent of attending 
until: 

1 day per fort-
night 

20 days per 
year 

nearly 1 
month per 

nearly 1 ½ 
years 

part-way through 
year 11 

1 day per 
week 

40 days per 
year 

nearly 2 
months 

over 2 ½ 
years 

part-way through 
year 10 

2 days per 
week 

80 days per 
year 

nearly 4 
months 

over 5 years the end of year 7 

3 days per 
week 

120 days per 
year 

nearly 6 
months 

nearly 8 years the end of year 4 
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  Daffodil Day –2nd of September  

 

Thankyou to all the students  
on such a great effort for such a great 

cause! We raised $504 on the day.  

Sleep  

 
School-aged children need 10-11 hours sleep a night. Getting 

a good night’s sleep will  help your child to be more settled, 

happy and ready for school and strengthen his/her  

immune system. Here are some sleep tips: 

 

 Have a bedtime routine– this will help your child wind down from the day 

 Keep the bedroom dark, cool and quiet– this will help your child drift off easily.  
 If your child has a restless night or bad dreams, it may be because the days events 

and worries are still rattling around in his/her head. Help your child to settle and 

relax for sleep by promoting good sleep habits.  

 

Remember, medication is not the answer to children's sleep problems.  

 

Science Week  
An incredible week of science took place in week 9 of Term 3. The many investigations 

from each of the students were a credit to the students themselves. The variety of  
experiments that students undertook to make observations an conclusions of a scientific 

nature is reflective of the high level of science thinking that takes place in our school. Mrs 

Warden is to be congratulated on the engagement that our students have to science. 

 

High Achiever Assembly  
The High Achievers Assembly took place online on Thursday the 15th of September . The 

focus was on Habits Four and Five; ‘the ability to seek first to understand and then to be  

Understood and being able to use a think, Win-Win philosophy in all their dealings.’  

Students were taught these habits in their class over the Term. Students received a 

 certificate and a badge to acknowledge their recognition.  

 

First Day of Term 4 
The first day for Term 4 will be Tuesday the 11th of October. The last day of school 

will be Thursday the 15th of December.  

 

EA Appreciation Week 

We celebrated Education Assistant week on the last week of 

 August. When people think of a schools, they tend to think of  
teachers. Whilst teachers are obviously important in a school, they 

would not be able to do the work they do without the support of 

education assistants. These staff play a critical role in schools, and our 

school in particular. The Admin team put on a special morning tea for 

them on the Wednesday as a simple way of saying thank you and that 

their efforts are appreciated. I thank them for what they do in our 

school and the way they support the children and teachers.  

 

NAPLAN 
NAPLAN testing period will now be held in Term 1 each year instead of Term 2. The new 

testing period is from Wednesday 15th March 2023 to Monday 27th March 2023. 
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Holidays are here! 

Wishing all students, families and staff a happy, safe 

and healthy holiday! 

We look forward to seeing you back for an  

exciting Term 4 on Tuesday the 11th of October.  


