
Annual Report 2014 

Principals Message 
 

The Journey So Far 

2014 saw Pearsall Primary School continue full steam 

ahead on it’s journey of growth and school 

development.  The school population is now 370 

students in comparison to the 162 students that started 

the school in 2013. 

The growth phase of the school is a time of positive 

change that is both exciting and challenging in terms 

of curriculum provision and resource management. 

Firmly focused at all times since the start of the year 

have been a number of cornerstone planks that are 

central to what Pearsall Primary School is.  The 

continued focus on being a reading school has 

included a wide range of initiatives that have been 

driven by staff.  This has included whole school books, 

author in residence, book week initiatives, staff PD 

with Jill Eggleton, resource collection development for 

students and teachers and a Book Fair. 

The Seven Habits and the Leader In Me process is 

providing a strong framework for students to practice 

proactivity and management of self.  This has been 

clearly evident in the many whole school activities that 

have been undertaken.  This in turn is building 

students confidence and capacity to synergise. 

As in our first year our students in Years three and five 

have achieved well in all areas of national testing. An 

influx of out of boundary students has resulting in the 

need for a greater focus on programs for 

differentiation. Our focus on high quality teaching and 

learning continues. This has included the very strong 

focus on routines and procedures for inside and outside 

of the classroom for term one.  

 

Whole school process and understanding have been 

encouraged with a set of commitments constructed for 

all year levels.  This has included the setting of targets 

beyond the Australian Curriculum. Whole school 

pedagogy is in place with Kagan co-operative learning 

practices explicit teaching and the use of feedback. 

Students have been involved with numerous 

curriculum, sporting, cultural and community 

programs.  These are structured to provide strong 

community relationships and to enable the leadership 

skills we require of students. 

Healthy eating has been promoted significantly and as 

a result many whole school activities took place to 

provide it’s importance. 

The School Board has taken shape with Caroline de 

Haas as chairperson. She has led many significant 

decision making processes which has included the 

choice of Out of Hours School Care. 

Pearsall Primary School has continued its focus on the 

early childhood area with the significant number of its 

school population in this area of the school.  

Intervention programs are developing but will require 

further advancement to have comprehensive processes 

in place that will meet the needs of all students.  

Resources in this area were targeted in 2013, including 

building teacher capacity. 

The school is providing a high quality of education for 

all students that has been validated through parent 

surveys. Staff are committed and passionate to 

students.  Our community is supportive and engages 

with us to provide a fantastic experience for learning in 

a very unique environment. 
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Science 

A science leader teaches students from Pre-Primary through to Year 7. In particular the enthusiasum for 

science from students is evident when visiting classrooms.  She is following the Australian Curriculum 

requirements and is steadily building resources to compliment learning programs.  A classroom has been 

set aside as a specialist room for the teaching of science.  This year there was no collection of data 

nationally to make school comparisons. 

Recommendations: 

From a staff survey there was a very strong endorsement of having a specialist teacher in this learning 

area.  This will continue in 2015. 

Music Program 

2014 was an exciting and full program with many new and enriching learning opportunities available.  

The specialist teacher provided a weekly 45 minute session with most classes encompassing all 

components including singing, moving, creating appreciation reading and writing music. Assistance was 

also provided to class teachers with songs and musical ideas for assembly performances.  The highlight 

of the year was the WOW concert with 27 performances.  Students rehearsed tirelessly to ensure their 

performances was of a high standard.  A number of other whole school events featured singing which 

added to the quality of the events that were conducted.  This included the Grandparents morning tea, 

Assemblies and the Thank You morning tea. 

Recommendations: 

 Increase music specialist allocation for 2015 

 Continue whole school performances 

 Provide the music teacher with the required professional development 
 

Physical Education 
 

When combining class and the daily fitness program and the weekly specialist Physical Education 

lessons students at Pearsall participated in more physical activity per week than the required two hours. 

In Term 1, all classes from Pre-Primary to Year 7 participated in the Department of Education swimming 

program. 

Sports carnivals were highlights and a credit to the organization and involvement from staff, parents and 

the students enthusiastic participation and general sportsmanship. 
 

Other Physical Education highlights for 2014 include : 
 

 Cross country carnival  

 Soccer clinics 

 Bluearth 

 Lapathon 

 Edu-Dance program 

 Humphrey’s Dance program 

 T20 Blast coaching from the WACA. 
 

Recommendations: 

 Retain specialist Physical Education teacher to co-ordinate programs and provide a weekly one 

hour lesson for each primary class. 

 Continue to implement a varied program of sporting activities including athletics, swimming and 

dance. 

Specialist Programs 
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As 2014 was the second year of Pearsall Primary School, it meant that special attention was given to 

developing the new culture that has been created.  The focus has been on inclusivity, building a whole 

school culture with a focus on teaching and learning, leadership and well being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Highlights 

Healthy Eating Initiative 

A number of activities took place to promote healthy eating. 

The committee of Stephanie Benjamin, Kris Sawyer and Serena 

Rispoli are to be congratulated on the way in which students 

embraced the notion of healthy eating. This included build a 

bun day, hamburger special for the Faction Carnival, wrapper 

free breaks and the sustainable garden.  Parent talks took place 

at orientation days and during school time on how to pack 

healthy lunch boxes. 

WOW Factor Talent Quest 
 

There were 27 individual performances that took place at the 

very first music performance conducted by Debra Frost the 

musical specialist.  A variety of acts were on display from 

poetry reading, playing pianos, dancing and singing.  The 

quality of every childs’ time on the stage was outstanding with 

excellent enunciation, confidence and vocal control.  Mrs Frost 

was able, through many rehearsals have each child give a 

polished performance.  The role of Jimmy Payne to assist with 

students drumming is worth mentioning. 

Grandparents Morning Tea 

Grandparents morning tea was a significant morning for all 

concerned. From the catering and organisation by Mrs Jenny 

O’Connor to the performances that were organised by Mrs 

Frost it was a highly successful event.  With over 120 

grandparents in attendance it was a morning enjoyed by all. 

 

Harmony Day Lunch 

A very successful Harmony Day lunch was held on 21st March. 

Parents provided food from a range of cultures that children 

were able to experience.  The behaviour of all children was 

outstanding which was in line with our Leader In Me 

philosophy that provided children with as many opportunities to 

be leaders 
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Enrolment Profile 

 

2014 Highlights 

Years  

 

Kindergarten 

Pre Primary 

Year 1  

Year 2 

Year 3  

Year 4  

Year 5  

Year 6  

Year 7  

Total 

 2013 

 

61 

40 

34 

20 

20 

20 

4 

8 

5 

212 

2014 

 

70 

62 

44 

40 

26 

25 

13 

7 

9 

306 

 

Book Week / Activities 

Book Week was celebrated with a number of activities, this 

included having an author in residence.  Lilliana Stoffell was 

able to express to all children how she created a book using the 

environment where she lives.  Book week dress up day was 

very popular with students dressing in a wide range of 

characters. Whole school books proved to be very popular and 

in particular the first book The Wonky Donkey proved to be a 

hit with students. 

 

ANZAC Day Service 

The ANZAC Day service was well received by the school 

community.  This year Corporal Jack Dunn spoke to the 

assembly from a young persons perspective on what ANZAC 

Day meant to him.  This connected with all who attended. 

 

Dance Programs 

The two dance programs have proved to be popular with 

students.  They have provided students with the opportunity to 

display leadership in a varied setting. 
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Attendance data does show that apart from isolated individuals,  in comparison to state averages Pearsall 

students are above the expected levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodvale SHS   5 

Wanneroo SHS   12 

Mater Dai    1  

Ashdale SHS    1 

Warwick SHS    1  

Ellenbrook SHS   1   

John Forrest SHS   1  

Mercy College    1  

Kingsway Christian College  1  

Ballajura Community College 1 

   

Attendance Profile 

Years  

 

Kindergarten 

Pre Primary 

Year 1  

Year 2 

Year 3  

Year 4  

Year 5  

Year 6  

Year 7  

  

% Attendance 

2013 

96.70% 

96.52% 

94.74% 

94.13% 

95.49% 

96.18% 

96.45% 

93.05% 

94.68% 

% Attendance 

2014 

97.10% 

94.70% 

95.50% 

94.40% 

93.90% 

95.40% 

94.10% 

93.70% 

86.90% 

Destination of Year 7 Students to High School for 2015 
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On Entry Data 2014 Pre-Primary 

Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 

Total number of students tested = 62 

Reading 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

 

Phonic Knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommendations: 

As a result of an analysis of the On Entry results the following were a focus in Kindergarten and Pre-

Primary in 2014. 

 Indicating left to right orientation 

 Sequencing 3 or more events in a story 

 Writing numbers 1 to 10 

 Having the knowledge of a concept of a word and a sentence 

 A focus on being able to retell orally individually 

 Speaking and listening skills require a focus in Kindergarten  

 School Average % State Average % 

11 students scored 0.1 or less 9.6% 15% 

18 students scored less than 0.5 28.8% 50% 

7 students scored more than 1.1 11.2% 9% 

26 students scored between 0.5 and 1.0   

 School Average % State Average % 

15 students scored less than 0.5 24% 49% 

3 students scored more than 1.0 4.8% 8% 

 School Average % State Average % 

9 students scored more than 0.5 14.4% 4% 

Letter, sounds and names Percentage % 

24-26 letters/sounds 35% 

15-23 letters/sounds 43% 

5-14 letters/sounds 11.% 

1-4 letters/sounds 7% 

No attempt letters/sounds 4% 
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Year 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Student cohort size: 2013 = 18/2014 =24      

             

Year 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 Student cohort size: 14/2014 = 11 

2014 Student Performance Comparison - Pearsall PS,  
Like Schools, State & National 

Test Area                                                                     Year 3 

 PPS Like State National 

Numeracy ‘13 395 364 (+11) 384 (+11) 397 (-2) 

2014 360 407 (-47) 390 (-30) 402 (-42) 

Reading ‘13 415 381 (+24) 401 (+14) 419 (-4) 

2014 409 421 (-12) 400 (+9) 419 (-10) 

Writing ‘13 405 385 (+20) 401 (+4) 416 (-11) 

2014 411 410 (+1) 393 (+18) 402 (+9) 

Spelling ‘13 414 379 (+35) 395 (+19) 411 (+3) 

2014 407 415 (-8) 401 (+6) 412 (-5) 

Grammar ‘13 418 392 (+26) 409 (+9) 428 (-10) 

2014 397 429 (-32) 401 (-4) 426 (-29) 

Test Area                                                                     Year 3 

 PPS Like State National 

Numeracy ‘13 395 364 (+11) 384 (+11) 397 (-2) 

2014 434 482 (-48) 476 (-42) 487 (-53) 

Reading ‘13 415 381 (+24) 401 (+14) 419 (-4) 

2014 477 498 (-21) 485 (-8) 501 (-24) 

Writing ‘13 405 385 (+20) 401 (+4) 416 (-11) 

2014 464 469 (+5) 459 (+5) 468 (-4) 

Spelling ‘13 414 379 (+35) 395 (+19) 411 (+3) 

2014 469 495 (-26) 487 (-18) 498 (-29) 

Grammar ‘13 418 392 (+26) 409 (+9) 428 (-10) 

2014 470 498 (-28) 487 (-17) 504 (-34) 
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Reading 

  Year 3  Year 5 

 

Band 1  0  0 

Band 2  4  0 

Band 3  2  0 

Band 4  5  3 

Band 5  6  2 

Band 6  4  3 

Band 7  0  1 

Band 8  0  1 

 

 

 

Spelling 

 

Band 1  0  0 

Band 2  4  0 

Band 3  2  2 

Band 4  7  1 

Band 5  5  2 

Band 6  3  1 

Band 7  0  5 

Band 8  0  0  

 

 

 

Writing 

 

Band 1  1  0 

Band 2  0  0 

Band 3  5  1 

Band 4  6  1 

Band 5  9  5 

Band 6  2  3 

Band 7  0  1 

Band 8  0  0 

Summary of NAPLAN Results 

 Maths 

   Year 3  Year 5 

 

 Band 1  0  0 

 Band 2  6  0 

 Band 3  6  1 

 Band 4  8  4 

 Band 5  2  4 

 Band 6  0  1 

 Band 7  0  1 

 Band 8  0  0 

 

 

 

 Grammar 

 

 Band 1  2  0 

 Band 2  2  0 

 Band 3  1  2 

 Band 4  4  0 

 Band 5  3  3 

 Band 6  5  3 

 Band 7  0  1 

 Band 8  0  1 
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Year 3 

Cohort of 24 students with 7 new students 

 

Year 5 

Cohort of 12 students with 6 new students 

 

Analysis of tested NAPLAN areas: 

 

Numeracy 
Answering of short answer questions related to a range of problems including Numeracy and Algebra 

Measurement and Geometry. 

 

Teaching and Learning Strategy for 2015 

An examination of different approaches that students can use to take short answer problem solving math-

ematical questions. 

 

Reading  
As children were required to read an extensive amount of reading material there tended to be fatigue at-

tached to reading large amounts of text.  When text complexity increased there was an increase in the 

number of errors made. 

 

Teaching and Learning Strategy for 2015 

Children will need to be provided with the opportunity to increase fluency.  This will be enabled through 

timed reading activities. 

 

Writing 
This is a strength across all year levels in the school. Vocabulary is the one area that could be developed 

further. 

 

Teaching and Learning Strategy for 2015 

A focus to be made on the use of vocabulary in writing with a variety of strategies. 

 

Grammar 
Concerns were related to sentence structure and completing sentences.  Punctuation mis-understandings 

were related to identifying what sentences were correctly punctuated. 

 

Teaching and Learning Strategy for 2015 

Provide practice opportunities to students to identify when a sentence has been correctly punctuated. 

 

Spelling 
The most common error made from students was the identification of an incorrect word and then writing 

it correctly. 

 

Teaching and Learning Strategy for 2015 

Children will need to be provided with many opportunities to proof and edit spelling in a range of texts. 

Analysis of New Students to NAPLAN Tests 2014 



 




